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March 20: Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has post-
poned his Malda visit hours
after district Congress presi-
dent Abu Hashem Khan
Chowdhury said Mamata
Banerjee was not welcome at
the foundation ceremony on
March 26 for an engineering
institute named after his
brother A.B.A. Ghani Khan
Chowdhury.

A fax message from Spe-
cial Protection Group director
K.M. Yadav to the district mag-
istrate late last night said the
“proposed visit of the Prime
Minister to Malda (West Ben-
gal) has been postponed”.

On Thursday, Mamata had
said she would attend the
foundation ceremony where
the Prime Minister was also
expected.

Learning about the post-
ponement, Abu Hashem im-
mediately left for Calcutta
from where he took a flight to
Delhi this morning to try and
persuade the Prime Minister
to attend the event as sched-
uled.

The fax message from
Delhi did not mention any rea-
son for the postponement of
the Prime Minister’s visit.

Sources in the Prime Min-
ister’s Office said the visit was
put off because of a meeting
scheduled on that day with the
Chinese vice-minister for
agriculture.

Other sources acknowl-
edged that they were aware of
the differences between Abu
Hashem and Mamata Baner-
jee but added that they were
“unsure” if the deferment was
related to the “political ten-
sions” between the two. They
sounded uncertain whether
Singh’s visit to Malda would
take place before he left for the
USon April 11.

The postponement of the
visit prompted a softening of
tone. Abu Hashem, apparently
irked because Mamata had
cold-shouldered his railway
proposals for Malda, had said
yesterday: “I have made it cl-
ear to the Prime Minister that
we will not allow her (Mama-
ta) to take political advantage
of such a solemn occasion.”

Today, his brother Abu
Naser said: “Who said Mama-
ta is unwelcome? This is noth-
ing but propaganda. Mamata
is very welcome....”

Even Abu Hashem said
from Delhi: “Mamata is wel-
come to come to Malda. But
why does she have to come to
my event when she has
stopped talking to me after I
pointed out to her that Malda
had been ignored in the rail-
way budget?”

Yuppy by day, writer b

CHARU SUDAN KASTURI

New Delhi, March 20: Ma-
terials engineer Vikram
Rana remembers the day
Chetan Bhagat spoke to
him and other students at
his college, IIT Guwahati,
as the day he decided to
become a writer.

He had had a love of writ-
ing since childhood. “I used
to write and perform skits.
But when I saw Bhagat stand-
ing in front of me, students
looking at him in awe, I thou-
ght, ‘Why not me?’” said the
24-year old, who today bal-
ances fiction-writing with a
job in Singapore with Schl-
umberger, the world’s largest
oilfield services corporation.

Also 24, IIT Bombay alum-
nus Animesh Verma has al-
ready witnessed his second
book disappearing off the
shelves, the economic reces-
sion—akey theme in the book
— apparently striking a chord
with readers.

They may not write
Salman Rushdie-like litera-
ture, but a growing breed of
young Indian professionals is
penning pulp fiction, and their
success is quietly spurring
dozens more to join the trend.

Many are inspired by the
success of best-selling author
Bhagat —an IIT and IIM grad-
uate — who has seen two of
his books form the seed for
big-ticket Bollywood films.

Some others cite the reces-
sion, and its impact on the
dreams of the young at institu-
tions like the IITs and IIMs, as
their motivation to write.

But all of them appear to
be penning their own life expe-
riences in an easy-to-read fic-
tion format that sales num-
bers suggest is attractive to
readers.
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from Calcutta

eEducation: BBA

eBooks: 2

e Aspiration:

eEducation: Materials
engineer from [IT Guwahati

eDay job: With an oil-drilling
company in Singapore

®Aspiration: Writing pulp
fiction, inspired by Chetan

eoEducation: Software
engineering

eAge: 24

oTurning point:
Took up writing to deal with
a personal tragedy — the
death of his girlfriend

eEducation: |IT Bombay
alumnus

eBooks: 2

eTheme: His second book is
based on the experiences

Scriptwriting, has
ignored advice to do
an MBA from parents

Bhagat’s campus visit

in an accident

of IIT students struggling to
land jobs, or losing them,
because of recession

“The trend of young pro-
fessionals wanting to write fic-
tion is growing so fast that I
today receive between 15 and
20 proposals every day,” said
Jayanta Bose, MD of the
Delhi-based Srishti Publica-
tions.

Bhagat’s background
helps young professionals re-
late to him, and his success in
turn motivates them to
try their own hand at a career
in fiction-writing, Bose sug-
gested.

“The recession, and the
disillusionment it brought to

many youngsters, may have
also turned them towards
writing as an outlet to express
their emotions,” he said.
Verma’s first novel, Love,
Life and Dream On, which he
wrote while he was still at IIT,
dealt with the 2005 Delhi bomb
blasts and the anti-reservation
protests that rocked the capi-
tal over the next three years.
His second book, I Am
Broke...Love Me, follows a
young Indian investment
banker based in the US who
loses his job in the recession.
The book is based on his

experiences during place-
ments last year at IIT Bombay,
where companies that used to
queue up with jobs refused to
hire, and includes anecdotes
from IIT seniors who lost
plush jobs. Released in Febru-
ary, it has already sold over
5,000 copies and publishers
have had to order a second
reprint.

Novoneel Chakraborty, 25,
was in the final year of his
BBA course in Calcutta when
he started penning short sto-
ries and sharing them with se-
lect friends. After two success-

ful books, he is now writing a
script for Bengali film director
Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury.
“My parents wanted me to
pursue an MBA but I decided
to follow my heart,” he said.
Another Calcutta boy, Dip-
tangshu Das, is only in third
year of medical school — RG
Kar Medical College — but is
already a successful author
courtesy his first and only
published book, The Journey
to Nowhere.
Chandigarh-based  soft-
ware engineer Ravinder Pal
Singh took to fiction-writing

as a way of tackling personal
tragedy after his girlfriend
died in an accident.

“Inever thought I would be
an author. But when I was
done with all the crying, I
thought, ‘Why not let it out in
the form of writing?’ It has
helped me share my grief with
so many others,” Singh, who
works with Infosys, said.

Today, he is arole model for
others at work — at least 20
colleagues have come up to
him and asked him for advice
on writing their own books,
he said.
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Knight Riders

lose to Royals

B The Kolkata Knight Riders
lost their fourth IPL match
to the Rajasthan Royals by 34
runs on Saturday at
Ahmedabad. This is the
first victory for the Royals
who had put up 168 on the
scoreboard.

SPORT

GP Koirala dead

B Girija Prasad
Koirala, 87,
the former
Nepal Prime
Minister
who was a
leading
figure in the
transition
from monarchy to republic,
died in Kathmandu on
Saturday after multiple
organ failure. Meira Kumar,
S.M. Krishna and Pranab
Mukherjee will attend the
funeral on Sunday.

H Tribute on Page 4

I’'m really not
good at holding

babies

SOURAV GANGULY
to a couple who wanted him
to hold their baby

YOUR VOICE

TODAY’S QUESTION

Q: Do you think Sourav

Ganguly is still good at
holding the bat?

Options: a— YES, b—NO
SMS your reply
tpoll <your option> to 56569

YESTERDAY’S RESULT
Q: Does the shape of a
bat make a difference to a
player’s performance?
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Headley’s right to silence

K.P.NAYAR

Washington, March 20: The
guilty plea by terrorist en-
abler David Coleman Headley
in principle allows Indian
courts to seek his deposition
by video in the trial of Ajmal
Kasab, but it also allows the
American to refuse to testify
or to remain silent after he has
sworn as a witness to tell “the
whole truth and nothing but
the truth”.

The fine print of Headley’s
plea agreement which was
filed before Illinois district
court judge Harry Leinenwe-
ber on Thursday says: “At a
trial, defendant (Headley) wo-
uld have a privilege against
self-incrimination so that he
could decline to testify and no
inference of guilt could be dra-
wn from his refusal to testify.”

The same principle applies
to any interrogation of

Headley by Indian officials on
American soil. Under US law,
the voluntary presence of an
accused during interrogation
onacrime or as a witness—ei-
ther voluntarily or under sub-
poena — in a criminal trial is
deemed as “co-operation”.

However, as part of such
co-operation, Headley could
repeatedly respond to any
question either from an Indi-
an judge or lawyer at Kasab’s
trial or from Indian officials
across the table with the stan-
dard answer: “On the advice of
my lawyer, I respectfully in-
voke the Fifth Amendment
and say no further in the mat-
ter” or any variation of the
same answer accepted under
law.

The Fifth Amendment,
sacrosanct to every American
citizen, guarantees the right to
everyone — including non-cit-
izens — during any proceed-

ing of ajudicial or law enforce-
ment nature on US soil that
“no person shall be held to an-
swer for a capital, or otherwise
infamous crime... nor shall be
compelled in any criminal
case to be a witness against
himself”.

The Fifth Amendment was
built into the US Constitution
to protect people against the
abuse of authority in any legal
procedure in America.

Many Indians recently be-
came familiar with the Fifth
Amendment when the Salahi
couple, who intruded into the
White House state dinner for
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh last November, ap-
peared at a US Congressional
hearing and took refuge in the
amendment in answer to
every single question.

At one point, a frustrated
Congressman asked Tareq
Salahi if he wore a tuxedo to

the state dinner. Another
asked if Salahi was present at
the White House during
Singh’s visit.

His separate answers to
both questions were that on
the advice of his lawyer, he
was invoking the Fifth
Amendment.

Home secretary G.K. Pillai
was out of his depth when he
claimed yesterday that “if
there are other offences,
which are not covered under
the plea agreement, then, of
course, extradition is still pos-
sible”.

Headley’s plea agreement
says that he cannot be extra-
dited to India, Pakistan or
Denmark after he is convicted
of the various terrorist
charges now before the court,
“including conduct within the
scope of those offences for
which he has been convicted”.
B Indian pipe dreams, Page 4

College pulls CM out of a shadow

ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

Calcutta, March 20: From PDG days to the Presidency Univer-
sity Bill is a great leap for Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee.

In pushing the bill with rare grit, he has finally walked
out of the shadow of his original mentor, Promode Dasgupta,
the man who is credited with making the Bengal CPM what it
is and who still remains the chief minister’s model in most

party affairs.

It was Dasgupta who set the agenda for the CPM’s educa-

tion politics that applied as much to primary schools as to Presidency Col-
lege. The same agenda informed the CPM’s original policy on the teaching of

English.

At the centre of it was the party doctrine that education must be rid of the
control of “elitists” and made “democratic”. Presidency was, to PDG and his

Bhattacharjee, Dasgupta

But dismantling elitism and democratising education was
merely the ideological mask for a political design. It was, in
reality, the party’s way of infiltrating the middle classes. In
villages and small towns, teachers were the most effective
tools of social control. It was not enough to make the CPM a
party of workers and peasants; it had to be a teachers’ party

as well.

Like most of today’s leaders in the Bengal CPM, Bhat-
tacharjee rose in the CPM as a PDG protégé. He may have
taken some lessons in governance from Jyoti Basu, but as a

party animal he remained completely sworn to PDG’s ways.
That is why the Presidency bill is a political turnaround for him

personally, if not for his party which is still largely wedded to the

Biswas.

party, the ultimate symbol of elitism in education in Bengal. The anti-Eng-
lish campaign was part of the same political agenda.

former CPM strongman’s legacy, which was later carried forward by Anil
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Normal™ anti-dandruff shampoos dry your hair.

See for yourself. Cotton wool sticks to dry hair but not on the
side shampooed with new Dove Dandruff Therapy* It has
Ya Moisture Milk and ZPTO that removes dandruff without drying

your hair. So no cotton wool. Just moisturised, beautiful hair.
New Dandruff Therapy by Dove. No dandruff. No dryness.

Normal™
anti-dandruff
shampoo.

That’s where Dove is different.
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Thematic representation of the test to demonstrate the conditioning effect of Dove Dandruff Therapy System.

**Based on lab studies for non-conditioning shampoo v/s Dove Treatment Shampoo with conditioning treatment
which is without adequate softness. *Soft, smooth hair and no visible flakes with regular use.




